
Area Committee – Neighbourhood CIL Funding Application Form 
 

Title  Whetstone High Road – Love Whetstone 

Raised by (Councillor): Cllr Ella Rose 

Ward: Whetstone 

Member Request: Benches and Planters for the High Road - Whetstone 

Funding Requested (£): £6,000 (Community Grant & Highways) 

In consultation with (e.g. named Officer):  

• Is within the parameters outlined in CIL statutory and 

regulatory definitions 

• Falls within the CIL Funding Priorities agreed by the relevant 

Area Committee 

• Links to priorities in any existing Council policy or strategy 

and/or whether any insight and intelligence may support the 

application 

• The scheme has considered any potential impact on the 
Council’s Strategic portfolio including those considered for 
strategic CIL funding 

• The scheme has no ongoing incremental revenue costs to 

the Council 

• That the scheme budget is forecast accurately  

• That the scheme deliverability has been assessed to ensure 

it can be resourced and successfully implemented 

• That the scheme outcomes and benefits have been 

assessed including benefits for the wider community and/or 

including those with protected characteristics under the 

Equalities Act 2010 

And Area Lead Officer (NAME), on (DATE):   

Love Whetstone would like to apply for a grant up to £6,000  
                   
A Quote for the works has been obtained and available 
below: 
To purchase:  

• 3 benches at a quoted cost including carriage but ex 
VAT of £3,110.70 

• 3 wooden planters at a quoted cost of ex VAT of 
£1,759.68  

• Installation of benches by Barnet Highways Dept £150 
per bench** £450 

                  
Total £ 5,320.38 
 
The Project and Community Benefit 
1. The benches would complete a project to provide public 
seating along the High Road in Whetstone. The initial benches 
have proved very popular and are sited around the shops and  
cafes.  
The additional ones would provide some seating northwards 
and create a resting point for people shopping on foot. Many of 
these are elderly and a number live in retirement apartments on  
the Great North Road.  



2. A number of existing planters - originally installed by Love 
Whetstone - have reached the end of their useful life. As these 
are removed, they should be replaced with higher quality ones 
in keeping with the benches.  
The planters would be maintained by Love Whetstone and the 
local community - as the existing ones are. 
 
Location of benches on High Road Whetstone: 
1. outside Marks & Spencer 
2. outside David Devan, opticians 
3. outside Northway House 
 
Location of planters 
1. one outside Boots, the chemist 
2. two on the corners of Chandos Avenue with the High Road 
 

Any additional information (please list any documents here to be 
published with the agenda, or circulated to the Committee): 

 
Officers followed up with questions on the application and 
the following information has been provided by Love 
Whetstone community group: 

• -  The committee requested a map of the current locations in 
addition to the proposed new locations A map of the street is 
difficult to produce that is meaningful! It would have to show a lot 
of other street furniture too and the trees to be representative.  I 
can give the locations of existing benches as in “outside x or y 
shop". I don’t know who is on the Area Committee but if they don’t 
know the High Road, even a map isn’t that helpful.   

• There is only one quote for the benches and planters, so how do 
you know you have good value We researched providers when the 
project started and picked the best one then. Now it’s  a case of 
matching the new to the existing and that’s important. Both 
companies are suppliers to local authorities around the country as 



their websites show. GeView planters have a watering insert in 
them but otherwise are the same as the Jubilee planters. 

• Why have Barnet Highways not quoted for the providing the 
infrastructure and the installation. What do you mean 
by infrastructure? The benches and planters? If so, that isn’t, in my 
experience, what they do, hence the need for groups like ours to 
apply for things like this to be done. By the time we get to the AC 
they will have quoted for the installation. The cost I have shown 
(£150 per bench) is based on what we paid in July. It can’t possibly 
be that much different! 

• Is Love Whetstone registered for VAT? To reclaim the VAT 
element? No we are not registered for VAT. The important point 
about this process is that these will actually be ordered by the 
Council, who can reclaim the VAT. Damian Pantling, who was head 
of finance at the time of the first bench purchase agreed this. 

• Why are you requesting £6k and not the amount quoted. That’s 
already in the text I sent through! All the companies are covering 
themselves for inflation increases, so the quote for the bench for 
example, is only valid until 14th September. Not only is that before 
the meeting, if you build in how long it will actually take to get the 
order in the price may well have changed. There is an approximate 
10% cushion between the quotes and what I have asked for. 

 



 



 


